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1 . EOLLOWING IN INFORMAL TRANSLATION IS MAIN BODY OF 
FOREIGN MINISTRY RESPONSE TO THREE POINTS RAISED IN 
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PARA 4 REFTEL: 

"BY LETTER DATED 14 AUGUST YOU ASKED WHAT POSITION 
THE FRENCH AUTHORITIES MIGHT TAKE TOWARD INSURANCE 
CERTIFICATES FOR POLLUTION DAMAGE CAUSED BY OIL 
DISCHARGES, DELIVERED BY THE US TO ITS VESSELS UNDER 
SECTION 31 1 OF THE FEDERAL WATER POLLUTION CONTROL ACT. 
"AS YOU KNOW, THE CONVENTION ON CIVIL LIABILITY OF 
1969, WHICH ENTERED INTO FORCE LAST JUNE 19 AND WHICH 
FRANCE HAS JUST RATIFIED, DEFINES AS "POLLUTION 
DAMAGE" ANY LOSS OR ANY DAMAGE OUTSIDE THE VESSEL 
TRANSPORTING PETROLEUM, INCLUDING THE COST OF SAFE- 
GUARD MEASURES AND ANY LOSS OR ANY DAMAGE CAUSED BY 
THE AFORESAID MEASURES (ARTICLE I, PARAGRAPH 6). THE 
CERTIFICATES DELIVERED IN ACCORDANCE WITH ARTICLE VII 
OF THE CONVENTION MUST THEREFORE, TO BE CONSIDERED 
VALID, PROVIDE A GUARANTY WHICH NOT ONLY COVERS THE 
COSTS OF CLEANING WATERS AND COASTS, BUT ALSO DAMAGE 
CAUSED TO PERSONS AND THEIR PROPERTY. 

"THUS, I AM AFRAID THAT DUE TO THE RELATIVELY 
NARROW LIABILITY COVERED BY THE AMERICAN CERTIFICATES, 
THE FRENCH AUTHORITIES WOULD REFUSE TO RECOGNIZE THE 
VALIDITY OF THESE CERTIFICATES. ON THE OTHER HAND, 

I CAN ASSURE YOU THAT THESE SAME AUTHORITIES RECOGNIZE 
AS VALID THOSE CERTIFICATES ISSUED IN ACCORDANCE WITH 
THE CLAUSES OF THE 1969 CONVENTION BY STATES NOT YET 
PARTIES TO SAID CONVENTION BUT WHICH HAVE INSTITUTED 
RATIFICATION PROCEEDINGS. 

"THIS MEASURE' WHICH APPLIES IN PARTICULAR TO 
ITALY, COULD THEREFORE BE EXTENDED TO THE US IN CASE 
THE US WERE TO DECIDE TO DELIVER AS OF NOW TO AMERICAN 
FLAG VESSELS A DOCUMENT PROVIDING INSURANCE OR A 
FINANCIAL GUARANTY IN CONFORMITY WITH THE NEW 
INTERNATIONAL REGULATIONS." 

2. FRENCH ORIGINAL POUCHED DEPT. 

GAMMON 
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